
 

 

Alcohol Available for Consumption: Year ended 
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Embargoed until 10:45am – 24 February 2017 

Key facts 
For the year ended December 2016 compared with the year ended December 2015:

 The total volume of alcoholic beverage available for consumption rose 4.2 percent, to 474 million 
litres. 

 The volume of beer available rose 3.7 percent, to 292 million litres. 
 The volume of wine available rose 4.7 percent, to 109 million litres. 
 The volume of spirits (including spirit-based drinks) available rose 5.7 percent, to 73 million litres. 
 The total volume of pure alcohol available for consumption rose 5.1 percent, to 34 million litres.  
 The volume of pure alcohol available per person aged 18 years and over rose 2.5 percent – to the 

equivalent of an average of 2.0 standard drinks per person a day. 
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Commentary 
 Total volume up 4.2 percent 
 Beer volume up 3.7 percent 
 Wine volume up 4.7 percent  
 Spirits and spirit-based drinks up 5.7 percent  
 Volume of pure alcohol up 5.1 percent 
 Standard drinks per person rises in 2016  

Total volume up 4.2 percent

The total volume of alcoholic beverages available for consumption in the year ended December 
2016 rose 4.2 percent from 2015, to 474 million litres. This follows falls of 0.4 percent in 2015 
and 2.0 percent in 2014. 

The rise in 2016 was led by an increase in the volume of beer available, up 10.4 million litres (3.7 
percent). The volume of wine available also rose, up 4.9 million litres (4.7 percent). The total 
volume of spirits and spirit-based drinks available was up 3.9 million litres (5.7 percent).

In 2016, alcohol available for consumption rose in all quarters when compared with the same 
quarter in 2015. The largest percentage rises were in the September and June quarters, up 5.4 
and 5.3 percent, respectively.

Beer volume up 3.7 percent

The total volume of beer available for consumption rose 3.7 percent in 2016, to reach 292 million 
litres. The rise followed little change in the total volume in 2015, and a 2.3 percent fall in 2014. 
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Beer categories with lower alcoholic content showed little change from 2015; there were rises in 
categories with higher alcoholic content:

 up to 2.5 percent alcohol – fell 3.5 percent, to 9.2 million litres 
 between 2.5 and 4.35 percent – unchanged, at 135 million litres 
 between 4.35 and 5 percent – rose 6.4 percent, to 126 million litres 
 above 5 percent – rose 17 percent, to 21.9 million litres.  

The movements in 2016, particularly for the lower alcohol categories, contrast with recent annual 
movements. The fall for the lowest alcohol content beer in 2016 followed three years 
of rises above 40 percent. 

In 2015, beer with an alcohol content between 2.5 and 4.35 percent fell 6.5 percent, and in 
2014 by 7.4 percent.

The 17 percent rise in beer above 5 percent alcohol in 2016 followed a 38 percent rise in 2015.

Of the total volume of beer available for consumption in 2016, 86 percent was produced in New 
Zealand and 14 percent was imported. 

Of the total volume of beer produced in New Zealand in 2016, 91 percent was available for 
consumption in New Zealand and 9 percent was exported.

As a proportion of the total volume of alcoholic beverage available for consumption, beer has 
fallen from 74 percent in 2001 to 62 percent in 2016. The proportion has changed little in the 
last five years.

Wine volume up 4.7 percent

The total volume of wine available for consumption in 2016 rose 4.7 percent (4.9 million litres) 
from 2015, to 109 million litres. This followed a 3.3 percent fall in 2015.
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Of the main categories of wine:

 table wine made from grapes rose 5.2 percent, to 94 million litres 
 table wine made from other fruit and vegetables, or flavoured with other aromatic 

substances, rose 2.4 percent, to 15 million litres 
 total table wine (all wine with an alcoholic content up to 14 percent) rose 4.8 percent, to 

108 million litres 
 fortified wine (wine with an alcoholic content greater than 14 percent) fell 1.8 percent, to 

552,000 litres. 

In 2016, locally produced cider was estimated to be 83 percent (by volume) of all the beverages 
in the 'table wine made from other fruits and vegetables' category.  

From 2010 to 2016, the volume in this category increased by 7.6 million litres. The increase in 
locally produced cider over the same period was estimated to be 8.2 million litres.

 

The rise in the volume of 'table wine made from grapes' available for consumption in New 
Zealand coincided with an increase in the quantity and value exported in 2016.

In 2016, the volume of table wine made from grapes exported was over twice the volume 
of available for consumption in New Zealand (ie the total of imported wine and local 
production not exported).

Of the total volume of table wine made from grapes available for consumption in 2016, 79 
percent was locally produced, and 21 percent was imported. Of the total volume produced in 
New Zealand, 26 percent was available for consumption in New Zealand, and 74 percent was 
exported.
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As a proportion of the total volume of alcoholic beverage available for consumption, 
wine increased from 17 percent in 2001, to 23 percent in 2016. The proportion has changed little 
in the last four years.

Spirits and spirit-based drinks up 5.7 percent

The total volume of spirits and spirit-based drinks available for consumption in 2016 was up 5.7 
percent (3.9 million litres) from 2015, to 73 million litres, following a 3.0 percent rise in 2015. 
In 2014 and 2013, the total volume fell 6.3 percent and 5.0 percent, respectively.

The changes by volume of the two categories were:

 spirit-based drinks (up to 23 percent alcohol) rose 5.3 percent (3.0 million litres), to 59 
million litres 

 spirits (more than 23 percent alcohol) rose 7.7 percent (1.0 million litres), to 13 million 
litres. 

As a proportion of the total volume of alcoholic beverage available for consumption, spirits and 
spirit-based drinks rose from 9.1 percent in 2001 to 15 percent in 2016. The proportion has been 
little changed in the last four years.

 

Volume of pure alcohol available up 5.1 percent

Pure alcohol available for consumption is a measure of the total alcoholic content of the various 
alcoholic beverages. 

The total volume of pure alcohol available for consumption in 2016 rose 5.1 percent, to 34 million 
litres. This is up 1.6 million litres from 2015. 

The volume of pure alcohol available from:

 beer – rose 4.2 percent, to 13 million litres 
 wine – rose 4.7 percent, to 11 million litres 
 spirits (including spirit-based drinks) – rose 6.7 percent, to 9.7 million litres 
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 spirits (more than 23 percent alcohol) – rose 7.7 percent, to 5.6 million litres  
 spirit-based drinks (up to 23 percent alcohol) – rose 5.4 percent, to 4.2 million litres. 

The proportions of pure alcohol available for consumption have changed over time. Between 
2001 and 2016, the proportion available from: 

 beer – decreased from 48 percent to 37 percent 
 wine – increased from 30 percent to 34 percent 
 spirits (including spirit-based drinks) – increased from 22 percent to 29 percent. 

Standard drinks per person rises in 2016

In 2016, the average number of standard drinks available per person was:

 2.0 standard drinks (per person aged 18+) a day, up 2.5 percent from 2015 
 1.9 standard drinks (per person aged 15+) a day, up 2.6 percent from 2015. 

The 2016 figures are calculated from the litres of pure alcohol available per person:

 9.4 litres (per person aged 18+), up 2.5 percent from 2015, and following a 4.1 percent 
fall in 2015 

 8.9 litres (per person aged 15+), up 2.6 percent from 2015, and following a 4.1 percent 
fall in 2015.  

Although the volume of alcohol available per person aged 18+ (measured by the number of litres 
or the number of standard drinks) rose in 2016, it is the third-lowest in the last 16 years – after 
2015 and 2001. 
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 For more detailed data see the Excel tables in the ‘Downloads’ box.
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Related links 
 Next release
 Past releases
 Data quality
 Related information

Next release

Alcohol Available for Consumption: Year ended December 2017 will be released in February 
2018. 

Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.

The release calendar lists all our upcoming information releases by date of release. 

Past releases 

See Alcohol Available for Consumption for links to past releases.  

Data quality

Alcohol Available for Consumption – DataInfo+ 
General methodology used to produce statistics about alcohol available for consumption, and 
related metadata. 

Alcohol available for consumption concepts – DataInfo+ 
Definitions of terms used in this release. 

What's a standard drink?  
Information about size of a ‘standard drink’. 

Principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics 
Statistics in this release have been produced in accordance with the Official Statistics System 
principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics for quality. They conform to the 
Statistics NZ Methodological Standard for Reporting of Data Quality.  

Related information 

Overseas Merchandise Trade 
Measures the change in value of New Zealand's imports and exports. 

New Zealand Customs Service 
Provides information on excise duty.

Copyright and terms of use 
Includes our copyright, attribution, and liability statements. 
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Contacts 
For media enquiries contact: 
Stuart Jones 
Christchurch 021 241 6874 
Email: info@stats.govt.nz 

For technical information contact: 
Stephen Burgham
Christchurch 03 964 8347 
Email: info@stats.govt.nz 

For general enquiries contact our Information Centre: 
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll-free in New Zealand) 
+64 4 931 4600 (outside New Zealand) 
Email: info@stats.govt.nz

Subscription service: 
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.

Correction notifications: 
Subscribe to receive an email if a correction notice is published for Alcohol Available for 
Consumption. 
Unsubscribe to correction notifications for Alcohol Available for Consumption. 

Subscribe to all to receive an email if a correction notice is published for any of our information 
releases. 
Unsubscribe to all if you change your mind. 
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Tables 
See Alcohol Available for Consumption: Year ended December 2016 – tables (Excel, 9, 97kB). 
See the following Excel tables in the ‘Downloads’ box on this page. If you have problems viewing 
the file, see opening files and PDFs. 

1. Annual alcohol available for consumption, volume of beverage available 
2. Annual alcohol available for consumption, volume of pure alcohol available 
3. Annual volume of beer available for consumption, by alcohol content 
4. Annual volume of wine available for consumption, by type of wine 
5. Quarterly alcohol available for consumption, volume of beverage available 
6. Quarterly alcohol available for consumption, volume of pure alcohol available 
7. Quarterly volume of beer available for consumption, by alcohol content 
8. Quarterly volume of wine available for consumption, by type of wine 

Access more data on Infoshare

Use Infoshare, a free, online database to access time-series data specific to your needs. To 
access the release time series on Infoshare, select the following categories from the homepage. 

Subject category: Industry sectors 
Group: Alcohol Available for Consumption 

Next release

Alcohol Available for Consumption: Year ended December 2017 will be released in February 
2018. 
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