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Key facts







The number of electorates will increase from 70 to 71 at the next general election.
The number of North Island general electorates will increase from 47 to 48.
The number of Māori electorates will remain at seven.
The number of general electorates in the South Island is set at 16 by the Electoral Act 1993.
In a 120-seat parliament (excluding any overhang seats), a total of 71 electorates will result in 49
list seats being allocated. This is one less list seat than in the 2011 General Election.
The Representation Commission can now review the electorate boundaries for the next general
election.
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Electoral populations increase since 2006
Number of electorates will increase
Twenty-one current electorates vary from quota by more than 5 percent
Enrolments on Māori roll increase

Electoral populations increase since 2006
The general electoral population of the North Island is 2,867,110, up 176,673 (6.6 percent) from
2006. For the South Island it is 954,871, up 33,872 (3.7 percent) from 2006.
Based on the latest electoral population figures, the electoral population quota (the average
population in an electorate) is 59,731 people for each North Island general electorate and 59,679
people for each South Island general electorate.
The general electoral population quota has increased by 2,488 people for the North Island and
by 2,117 people for the South Island. The quotas were last calculated in 2006 and were used by
the Representation Commission to set electorate boundaries in 2007.
The Māori electoral population is 420,990, up 3,909 (0.9 percent) from 2006. The electoral
population quota for each Māori electorate is 60,141 people, which is an increase of 558
people from the 2006 quota.

Number of electorates will increase
The total number of general electorates will increase by one, up from 63 to 64. The number of
Māori electorates will remain at seven.
The number of Māori electorates is calculated using the electoral Māori descent census usually
resident population count from the 2013 Census and the results of the Māori Electoral Option
2013.
There will be 48 general electorates in the North Island. The number of general electorates in the
South Island is, by law, held constant at 16. In a 120-seat parliament (excluding any overhang
seats) having 71 electorates will result in 49 list seats being allocated – one less than in the 2011
General Election.
For information about how the electoral populations and number of electorates are determined,
see data quality.
Figures 1–3 below show the current (2007) general and Māori electorates and the variance from
the 2013 quota.
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Twenty-one current electorates vary from quota by more than 5
percent
The electoral population of each electorate that the Representation Commission defines must lie
within 5 percent of the electoral population quotas. The minimum and maximum electoral
populations that apply to the new electorate boundaries are given in table 2 (see the Excel file in
the ‘Downloads’ box). The Representation Commission meets in 2013 to begin the electorate
boundary review process.
Currently, 21 electorates (2007 boundaries) have electoral populations that vary by more than
plus or minus 5 percent of the 2013 quota (see table 4 in the Excel file in the ‘Downloads’ box).
The general electoral population of the Auckland Central electorate currently exceeds the
electoral quota by the largest percentage (18 percent). This is followed by Hunua, Helensville,
and Selwyn electorates, which currently exceed the quota by 15, 14, and 14 percent,
respectively.
The general electoral population of the Christchurch East electorate is below the quota by the
largest percentage (-23 percent). This is followed by East Coast, Port Hills, and Christchurch
Central electorates, which are below the quota by -10, -10, and -9 percent, respectively.
The current general electorate with the largest electoral population is Auckland Central, with
70,406 people (see table 3 in the Excel file in the ‘Downloads’ box). In contrast, Christchurch
East, with 45,967 people, has the smallest general electoral population.
The current Māori electorate with the largest electoral population is Hauraki-Waikato, with 62,309
people, while Waiariki has the smallest at 57,506 people.
The electoral populations of the current general electorates in Greater Christchurch may reflect
the impact of the 2010 and 2011 earthquakes, as people have relocated from affected areas.
The Christchurch East, Port Hills, and Christchurch Central electorates are now below the quota
by -23, -10, and -9 percent, respectively. Selwyn, Wigram, and Waimakariri now exceed the
quota by 14, 10, and 8 percent, respectively. Ilam electorate is within 5 percent variance from the
quota.
Figures 4–8 below show the current (2007) general electorates and variance from the 2013
quota for selected urban areas.
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Enrolments on Māori roll increase
People of Māori descent are periodically given the choice of moving from one electoral roll (Māori
or general) to the other. The outcome of the Māori Electoral Option 2013, and new registrations
received, was that the number of people on the Māori roll increased.
A net increase of 7,052 people were enrolled on the Māori roll as a result of the Māori Electoral
Option 2013. In terms of new enrolments (individuals previously not enrolled on either roll), there
were 2,721 new Māori enrolments on the general roll, and 6,454 new enrolments on the Māori
roll. This resulted in a total of 9,175 new Māori enrolments.
Between the end of the Māori Electoral Option 2006 and the end of the latest option on 24 July
2013, enrolments on the Māori roll increased to 256,212 (up 12,091, or 5.0 percent). The number
of people on the general roll who declared they were of Māori descent increased to 203,640 (up
25,501, or 14.3 percent) over the same period.
The number of people of Māori descent, as reported in the census, increased from 721,431 at
the time of the 2006 Census to 755,598 at the time of the 2013 Census (up 34,167, or 4.7
percent). The electoral Māori descent census usually resident population count and the results of
the Māori Electoral Option are used to determine the number of Māori electorates.
For more detailed data see the Excel tables in the ‘Downloads’ box.
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Definitions
About electorates and electoral populations
Electoral populations are calculated using data from the Census of Population and Dwellings and
the electoral rolls. Electoral populations are used to determine the number of North Island
general and Māori electorates. The number of electorates in the South Island is fixed at 16 by the
Electoral Act 1993. This information is used by the Representation Commission to determine the
general and Māori electorate boundaries.
A change in the number of electorates also affects the number of list seats in parliament, as
excluding any overhang seats, the Electoral Act specifies there are 120 members of parliament.

More definitions
Census usually resident population count: the count of all people who usually live in New
Zealand, and were present in New Zealand on census night. Excluded are overseas visitors and
New Zealand residents temporarily overseas.
Electorate: a geographic area defined and named by the Representation Commission to elect a
general electorate MP or a Māori electorate MP. An electorate is also known as an electoral
district.



General electorate: an electorate other than a Māori electorate (Electoral Act 1993,
s3(1)).
Māori electorate: an electorate constituted under section 45 of the Electoral Act (Electoral
Act 1993, s3(1)).

Electorate boundary: the physical boundaries of an electorate, as determined by the
Representation Commission according to criteria specified in the Electoral Act 1993 (s35 to 46).
Electoral Māori descent census usually resident population count: the count of people who
provided a clear ’yes’ response to the Māori descent question in the census. The count also
includes a proportion of those who did not provide a clear 'yes' or 'no' response to the question.
This proportion takes account of respondents who answered 'don't know', who provided a
multiple response (eg 'yes' and 'don't know'), or who did not provide a response at all to the
question.
Electoral population: the census usually resident population count, as shown in the last Census
of Population and Dwellings.



General electoral population: the total ordinarily resident population as shown in the last
Census of Population and Dwellings, with the exception of the Māori electoral population
(Electoral Act 1993, s3 (1)).
Māori electoral population: the total number of people registered as voters in the Māori
electorates, plus a proportion of people of New Zealand Māori descent who are not
registered as electors of any electorates, plus a proportion of the people of New Zealand
Māori descent under the age of 18 years (Electoral Act 1993, s3(1)).

Electoral population quota: the average population in an electorate. See ‘Calculating
electorates, numbers, and quotas’ in data quality for more information.
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Electoral roll: the list of all registered voters for a particular electorate; kept by the Registrar of
Electors.



General electoral roll: a collective name for all rolls for the general electorates.
Māori electoral roll: a collective name for all rolls for the Māori electorates.

Māori Electoral Option: the period after each census when each person on the Māori roll, and
each person on the general roll who said they were Māori or of Māori descent when they last
registered as a voter, is able to choose whether to be enrolled on the Māori roll or on the general
roll for the period until the next Māori Electoral Option.
Overhang seats: the name given to electorate seats won by a registered political party that are
in excess of the total number of seats the party would otherwise be entitled to – based on its
share of party votes.
Representation Commission: an independent body that decides the boundaries of the general
and Māori electorates after each five-yearly Census of Population and Dwellings and Māori
Electoral Option.
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Related links
Upcoming releases
2013 Census products and services release schedule lists upcoming census releases.
The release calendar lists all our upcoming information releases by date of release.
Subscribe to information releases by completing the online subscription form.

Past releases
Electoral Populations Calculated: 2006 was published following the 2006 Census and the Māori
Electoral Option 2006.
Electoral Populations Calculated: 2001 was published following the 2001 Census and the Māori
Electoral Option 2001.

Related information
Redrawing of electorate boundaries soon to get underway has information from
the Representation Commission about redrawing the electorate boundaries for use in the 2014
and 2017 General Elections.
About the Māori Electoral Option has information about choosing between the general electoral
roll and the Māori electoral roll, and about how the number of people on the Māori roll affects the
number of Māori electorates.
Elections has information on finding which electorate you live in, enrolling to vote, voting in an
election, political parties, and more.
The mathematics of electorate allocation in New Zealand based on the outcome of the 2013
Census and Māori Electoral Option 2013 explains how the number of electorates is calculated.
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Data quality
Period-specific information
This section contains information that has changed since the last release.


Reference period

General information
This section contains information that does not change between releases.





Calculating electorates, numbers, and quotas
Calculating electoral populations for different areas
Projected populations used to form electorate boundaries
Calculating Māori descent from the census

Period-specific information
Reference period
The electoral populations in this information release were calculated using data from the
electoral rolls at 24 July 2013 (following the Māori Electoral Option 2013) and the Census of
Population and Dwellings conducted on 5 March 2013.
The 8 March 2011 Census was called off following the 22 February 2011 Christchurch
earthquake. The national state of emergency and the likely effect on census results meant that
the 2011 Census could not have been successfully completed at that time.

General information
Calculating electorates, numbers, and quotas
The number of electorates, quotas, and other data in table 1 (see the Excel file in the
‘Downloads’ box) are based on calculations laid down in the Electoral Act 1993. The formula to
calculate electorates is as follows:





The general electoral population of the South Island is divided by 16 to give the South
Island quota.
The North Island general electoral population is divided by the South Island quota and
rounded to give the number of North Island general electorates.
The North Island general electoral population is divided by the number of North Island
general electorates to give the North Island quota.
The Māori electoral population is divided by the South Island quota and rounded to give
the number of Māori electorates. The Māori electoral population quota is the Māori
electoral population divided by the number of Māori electorates.

Calculating electoral populations for different areas
The Electoral Act 1993 requires that the base totals (census usually resident population count,
and electoral Māori descent census usually resident population count; and enrolments on the
Māori and general rolls for people of Māori descent) are first aggregated to the geographic level
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needed, before calculating the electoral populations. A different order of processing may lead to
different results. Calculating electoral populations and the number of electorates requires
separate calculations at the North Island, South Island, New Zealand, and general and Māori
electorate levels.

Projected populations used to form electorate boundaries
The Representation Commission must consider a number of factors when forming electorates,
including any projected variation in the electoral population during each electorate's life. As the
commission reviews the boundaries, Statistics New Zealand provides it with projections of the
general electoral population of proposed general electorates, and of the Māori electoral
population of proposed Māori electorates.
For both general and Māori electorates, the commission can allow the electoral population to
vary from the quota by up to plus or minus 5 percent.

Calculating Māori descent from the census
The Māori electoral population is calculated using the results of the Māori descent question in the
census, with some adjustments. The electoral Māori descent census usually resident population
count includes the people who provided a clear 'yes' response to the Māori descent question.
The count also includes a proportion of those who did not provide a clear 'yes' or 'no' response to
the question. This proportion takes account of respondents who answered 'don't know', who
provided a multiple response (eg 'yes' and 'don't know'), or who did not provide a response at all
to the question.

Liability
While all care and diligence has been used in processing, analysing, and extracting data and
information in this publication, Statistics NZ gives no warranty it is error-free and will not be liable
for any loss or damage suffered by the use directly, or indirectly, of the information in this
publication.

Timing
Our information releases are delivered electronically by third parties. Delivery may be delayed by
circumstances outside our control. Statistics NZ does accept responsibility for any such delay.

Crown copyright©

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 New Zealand licence. You are
free to copy, distribute, and adapt the work, as long as you attribute the work to Statistics NZ and
abide by the other licence terms. Please note you may not use any departmental or
governmental emblem, logo, or coat of arms in any way that infringes any provision of the Flags,
Emblems, and Names Protection Act 1981. Use the wording 'Statistics New Zealand' in your
attribution, not the Statistics NZ logo.
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Contacts
For media enquiries contact:
Colin Marshall
Wellington 04 931 4600
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For technical information contact:
Gareth Meech
Wellington 04 931 4600
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For general enquiries contact our Information Centre:
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll-free in New Zealand)
+64 4 931 4600 (outside New Zealand)
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
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Tables
The following tables are available in Excel format from the 'Downloads' box. If you have
problems viewing the files, see opening files and PDFs.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Electorates and list seats
Electorates and quotas based on 2013 electoral populations
Electoral populations by (current) electorate
2013 electoral populations and variance from 2013 quota
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